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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 
Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The computer printout entitled Snuffing Shannon also known as Email To Lake 
Snuffing Shannon is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

Snuffing Shannon is a six page story printed onto white A4 size paper. It concerns a 
woman who is dying of cancer who agrees to be hung by her neck until dead in 
exchange for having an orgasmic sexual experience immediately prior to her death. 
Steve is the man who will kill her and engage in sex with her. He also films Shannon's 
death to sell as a "snuff film". Shannon's arms and ankles are restricted so she 
cannot escape. Shannon's death takes over an hour as her breathing is only partially 
restricted initially. The descriptions of sex and death are explicit and salacious and 
are intended to sexually arouse the reader. 

Snuffing Shannon promotes and supports acts of extreme cruelty. Because the 
descriptions of cruelty are inseparable from the descriptions of sexual conduct they 
present as being intended to sexually arouse the reader. The noose with which 
Shannon is hung is gradually tightened over a long period during which a variety of 
sex acts such as anal intercourse take place. The finale involves the noose being set 
so it will not collapse for 15 minutes. During this time a vibrator placed in Shannon's 
vagina which brings her to a sexual climax. When the noose finally tightens Shannon 
is described as thrashing about. Other detailed descriptions indicate the deteriorating 
condition of Shannon's body because of her restricted air supply. 
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The computer printout is deemed objectionable by virtue of it promoting and supporting 
section 3(2) criteria of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993. 
Section 3(2) is inconsistent with and overrides si4 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights 
Act 1990. 


OFLCRef: 9900286 


tmpl35F 



